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                         		    77th Infantry Regiment

                         		    Mustered in: November 23,1861. 

Mustered out: June 27, 1865

The following is taken from New York in the War of the Rebellion, 3rd ed. Frederick Sophister. Albany: J. B. Lyon Company, 1912.


Saratoga Regiment; Semis Heights Regiment. This regiment, Co1. James B. McLean, was organized at Saratoga Springs, and there, November 23, 1861, mustered in the service of the United States for three years. October 30, 1862, a new company was forwarded to the regiment, becoming Company K, the original company having been consolidated with Company F. At the expiration of the term of service of the regiment its members entitled to be discharged were forwarded to Saratoga, and there, under Col. Winsor B. French, mustered out December 13, 1864; the regiment was continued in the service, but, November 19, 1864, consolidated into five companies, A, B, C, D and E.

The companies were recruited principally: A at Westport; B at Ballston; C, E, F and G at Saratoga; D at Wilton; H at Charlton; I at Seville; K at Gloversville; and second Company K at Saratoga.

The regiment left the State November 28, 1861; served in the 3d Brigade, Casey's Division, Army of Potomac, from December, 1861; in 3d, Davidson's, Brigade, W. F. Smith's Division, 4th Corps, Army of Potomac, from March, 1862; in the 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 6th Corps, Army of Potomac, from May, 1862; and the battalion left ill the field was honorably discharged and mustered out, under Col. David ,J. Caw, June 27, 1865, at Washington, D. C.


The following is taken from The Union army: a history of military affairs in the loyal states, 1861-65 -- records of the regiments in the Union army -- cyclopedia of battles -- memoirs of commanders and soldiers. Madison, WI: Federal Pub. Co., 1908. volume II. 


Seventy-seventh Infantry.—Cols., James B. McLean, Winsor B. French, David J. Caw; Lieut.-Cols., Joseph C. Henderson, Samuel McKee, Winsor B. French, Nathan S. Babcock, David J. Caw, Isaac D. Clapp; Maj., Shelden Ethel, Winsor B. French, Nathan S. Babcock, David J. Caw, Isaac D. Clapp, Charles E. Stevens. The 77th, known as the Saratoga regiment, was composed of companies from Westport, Ballston, Saratoga, Wilton, Seville and Glovers-ville, and was mustered into the service of the United States at Saratoga, Nov. 23, 1861, for three years. It left New York Nov. 28, for Washington, was assigned to the 3d brigade of Casey's division; served in the defenses of Washington during the winter; in March, 1862, with the same brigade, became a part of Smith's division, 4th corps, and served on the Peninsula. It was active at York-town, Williamsburg, Mechanics ville and in the Seven Days' battles, and in May was assigned to the 3d brigade, 2nd division, 6th corps, with which it served throughout the war. After a short time in camp at Harrison's landing the regiment entered upon the Maryland campaign; was present at Crampon's gap and met its first heavy loss at Antietam, where 32 were killed, wounded or missing. Moving by slow stages the troops reached Fredericks burg in time for the battle but were not assigned to a prominent position. At Chancellorsville the regiment joined in the gallant and successful assault on Mary's heights and lost 83 in killed, wounded and missing. At Gettysburg it was not closely engaged and proceeded from that battlefield to Fairfield, Pa., Antietam, Marsh Run, Funks-town, Williams-port and Chantilly. It shared in the capture of prisoners made by the 6th corps at Rapprochement Station in November, and participated in the Mine Run fiasco. During December and January a large number of the 77th reenlisted and the regiment took the field at the opening of the Wilderness campaign with many new recruits. At the Wilderness 66 were reported killed, wounded or missing, and in the remaining days of that week the loss of 107 was suffered by the regiment in the close fighting at Transylvania and other points in the immediate vicinity. The regiment was also active at Cold Harbor, then moved with the 6th corps to Petersburg and served in the trenches until July, when the corps was hurried to Washington and met Gen. Early at Port Stevens, with a loss of 20 men. In the pursuit of Early in the Shenandoah Valley, and the battles of Charleston, the European, Fisher's hill, Cedar Creek and Winchester, the regiment took a prominent part, returning to Petersburg in December. The original members of the regiment not reenlisted were mustered out on Dec. 13, 1864, the remainder having been consolidated into a battalion of five companies on Nov. 19. In the action at Fort Ste-man, the final assault, April 2, 1865, and the Appomattox campaign, the battalion was active and, returning to Washington after Lee's surrender, was mustered out in that city, June 27, 1865. During its term of service the regiment lost 108 by death from wounds and 176 by death from disease and other causes.
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                                                                77th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | Regimental Color | Civil War
                                                                    The “Sons of Saratoga,” citizens from Saratoga living in New York City, presented this Regimental Color to the 77th New York Volunteers on November…
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                                                                77th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | National Color | Civil War
                                                                    On November 28, 1861, the 77th New York Volunteers assembled outside the Temple Grove Seminary in Saratoga Springs, New York, where the school's…
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                                                                77th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | Flank Marker | Civil War
                                                                    This crimson colored, silk flank marker, used to mark the right of the line, features bullion fringe and an embroidered inscription. The bullion…
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                                                                77th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | Flank Markers | Civil War
                                                                    The 77th Regiment, organized in Saratoga Springs, mustered into service in November 1861 for three years. When the term expired, the regiment…
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		 						 NYSMM Online Resources
Battles and Casualties from Phisterer (pdf)

Battles and Casualties from Phisterer (spreadsheet)


Muster Roll


Unit Roster


Newspaper Clippings


Monument at Gettysburg


Carlos Rowe Collection


Reunion booklets


The Sixth Corps
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                                                2nd Lieutenant Carlos Rowe, Company I, 77th New York Volunteer Infantry
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                                                2nd Lieutenant John J. Cameron, Company F, 77th New York Volunteer Infantry
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                                                46th Annual Reunion (1918) Survivors of 77th Reg't N.Y. Inf'y Vols.
Original at the Saratoga Springs Public Library
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                                                77th New York Infantry Regiment's Monument at Gettysburg
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                                                Captain William B. Carpenter, Company E, 77th New York Volunteer Infantry
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                                                Private Michael Dowling, Company D, 77th New York Volunteer Infantry
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                                                Sergeant Oscar F. Lockwood, Company D, 77th New York Volunteer Infantry
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                	       Other Resources
This is meant to be a comprehensive list. If, however, you know of a resource that is not listed below, please send an email to ng.ny.nyarng.list.historians@army.mil with the name of the resource and where it is located. This can include photographs, letters, articles and other non-book materials. Also, if you have any materials in your possession that you would like to donate, the museum is always looking for items specific to New York's military heritage. Thank you.


Report of the. . . annual reunion of the Survivor's association Seventy-ninth regiment New York infantry volunteers. Published annually 1893 - 1908, 1911 and 1915

Museum has copies of the 1901, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911 and 1915 reunions.


Branch, Erskine B. A brief sketch of the experience of a Union soldier in the late war. Washington, D. C.: Chronicle print, 1870. 8 p. 22cm. Half-title: Reminiscences of Erskine B. Branch.


Bump, Alonzo D. LeighColl Bk 2: 4l-70

(Enlisted man's letters, Oct 1862 & Nov 10, 1862?)

Located at the Military History Institute in Carlisle, PA. 


A brief sketch of the experience of a Union soldier in the late war. Washington: Chronicle Print. 1870.


The fighters of' 61: the Seventy-seventh boys recall their battles. The twenty-sixth annual reunion of the Regimental Association--the occasion calls out many reminiscent letters--the roll of the survivors--the year's necrology.

Description: 1 sheet ([1] p.) ; 48 x 29 cm.

Note(s): Text printed in four columns

Located at the New York Historical Society, New York, NY.


Fountain, Cyrille and Donald Chipman. "An Essex County Soldier in the Civil War: The Diary of Cyrille Fountain." New York History 66:3 (July 1985) 280-317.


French, Winsor B. Letter (May 18, 1863).

Description: 1 Item

Abstract: Letter addressed to the family of Luther M. Wheeler regarding the circumstances of Wheeler's death during the Battle of Salem Church, Virginia.

Located at the New York State Library Manuscripts and Special Collections.


Fuller, Edward H. Battles of the Seventy-seventh New York state volunteers, Third brigade, Sixth corps, Second division. Mustered in, November 23, 1861. Mustered out, June 27, 1865. By one of the boys. [Gloversville: 1901] 27, (1) p. 18.5 cm.


Fuller, Edward H. Civil War Miscellaneous Collection 

(Enlisted man's letter re "Survivors Assn," Dec 14, 1905)

Located at the Military History Institute in Carlisle, PA.


Grose, Edward. Centennial History of the Village of Ballston Spa. Ballston Spa, NY: Ballston Journal, 1907, pp. 147 - 149. Schenectady, NY: the author, 2014.

Available at Amazon: http://smile.amazon.com/McKeans-Sunday-School-Boys-War/dp/0615958818/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1420559426&sr=8-1&keywords=McKean%27s+Sunday+School+Boys


Handy, David Allen. McKean's Sunday School Boys Go to War: The Story of the 77th Bemis Heights Battalion in the Great Rebellion.


Koppman, Edward S. "The sword of Lt. Col. Joseph C. Henderson." Man at Arms. 29:03 (May/June 2007) 44-45.


Morrow, Robert F., Jr. "From Lee's Mills to Appomattox, the 77th New York upheld its reputation as a hard-fighting regiment." America's Civil War 14:2 May 2001, p. 20.


Morrow, Robert F. 77th New York Volunteers: "sojering" in the VI Corps. Shippensburg, Pa.: White Mane Books, 2004.


Reunion Reports. Part of the Carlos Rowe Collection.

Reunion Reports held: 20th (1892), 21st (1893), 22nd (1894), 23rd (1895), 26th (1898), 29th (1901), 30th (1902), 33rd (1905), 34th (1906), 35th (1907), 36th (1908), 37th (1909 - photocopy only), 38th (1910), 39th (50th Anniversary, 1911), and 46th (1918)


The Sixth Corps. Danville, Va. : [s.n.], 1865.

Published by the 6th U.S. Army Corps, on the press of Danville Register. Cf. Gregory, W. Amer. newspapers./ Available on microfilm from Duke University Library Photoreproduction Services.


Stevens, George Thomas. Three years in the Sixth corps, a concise narrative of events in the Army of the Potomac, from 1861 to the close of the rebellion, April 1865, by George T. Stevens, Surgeon of the 77th regiment New York volunteers. Albany: S. R. Gray, 1866.


Stevens, George Thomas. Three years in the Sixth corps, a concise narrative of events in the Army of the Potomac, from 1861 to the close of the rebellion, April 1865, by George T. Stevens, Surgeon of the 77th regiment New York volunteers. Second edition revised and corrected. New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1870.


Sylvester, Nathaniel. History of Saratoga County. Chicago: Heart of the Lakes Pub., 1893, pp. 106 - 120.


Watson, W.C. Civil-Military History of the County of Essex, NY. pp. 244- 250.


Weatherwax, David N. "Army Reminiscences: Read before Post Wheeler, G. A. R."


Wheeler, Luther M. Letters. 1861-1862

Series of 64 letters written by Capt. Luther M. Wheeler to various people. For more information contact Ruth Barton at mrgjb@sover.net.


 


Items the museum holds are in bold.
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    61 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Phone: (518) 581-5100 | Fax: (518) 581-5111
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